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EEPOET OF THE COUNCIL, 

Bead at the Anniversary Meeting on the 24th Mat. 

The Council have the pleasure of submitting to the Fellows 
the usual annual Eeport, relating to the financial condition 
and general state of the Society. 

Members. — The total number of Fellows added to the list, 
since the last Anniversary, is 175 — two of whom are Honorary 
Corresponding, and of the remainder 12 have paid Life Compo- 
sitions. Last year the number was 190, and the year previous 
147. The number lost to us by death is 41, and by resignation 
24 ; if we add to these 23, which have been struck off the list 
for arrears of subscription, the total loss is 88, which is fewer by 
23 than that of last year. The net increase in our numbers 
during the year is 87 ; in 1867-8 the increase was 79, and in 
1866-7, 26. 

Finances. — The balance-sheet for the financial year, given in 
Appendix A, compares favourably with its predecessor, which 
itself exhibited a large increase of receipts over previous years. 
The net amount of receipts will be seen to be 59917. 4s. ; in the 
previous year it was 54627. 7 s. lid. ; in 1866, 50857. 8s. 3d. ; in 
1865, 4905?. 8s. 3d. There are, however, in the present balance- 
sheet two items of extraordinary receipts, and a more just idea 
of the progress of the Society may be obtained by comparing the 
total amount received as subscriptions, which in the past year 
was 44977. 8s., and in the previous year 42947. 10s. 
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The expenditure during the year was 4156?. 17s. 1(M., showing 
an increase of 213?. Os. 6c?. over that of 1866, an increase which 
is more than accounted for by the sum expended in the promo- 
tion of Expeditions — namely, 558?. 16s. 6c?., as compared with 
193?. lis. 2d. in the previous year. The excess of income over 
expenditure is 1834?. 6s. 2d., which, together with a portion of 
the balance in hand at the commencement of the year, has been 
added to the funded property of the Society. The total amount 
of the funded capital at the present time is 17,250?. ; namely, in 
New 3 per Cents. 12,250?., in India 5 per Cents. 4000?., and in 
India Debentures 1000?. 

The suit in Chancery in which the Society has had to appear, 
as mentioned in the last three Reports, in consequence of the 
legacy of 4000?. bequeathed by the late Benjamin Oliveira, Esq., 
is at length terminated ; but the proportion due to the Society, 
out of the remainder of the estate, has not yet been received, 
and is not entered in the estimate for the year in the annexed 
balance-sheet (Appendix B). The decision of the Vice-Chan- 
cellor in this suit was to the effect that the Society, in common 
with the Eoyal Society (also a legatee) and other similar insti- 
tutions were, in a legal point of view, charities ; and, as such, 
could receive only bequests of personal estate. An appeal 
against this judgment was entered by the Eoyal Society and 
our own Body, in conjunction, but without success ; the only 
alteration being a reversal of a portion of the previous decree, 
by which the expenses of the suit would be charged to the estate 
instead of to the legatees. 

The accounts of the Society, as in former years, have been 
under the supervision of the Finance Committee of Council, 
which have held a meeting once a month. 
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The annual Audit was held at the end of March last, and 
was entrusted to the following gentlemen — General G. Balfour 
and Sir Charles Nicholson, Bart., selected from the Council, 
and Charles White, Esq., and F. Jones Williams, Esq., chosen 
from the body of the Fellows. The Council are sure that the 



: Of which 30001. is India 5 per Cents., and 10Q0Z. India 5 per Cent. Dehentures. 



viii Royal Geographical Society. 

Society at large will authorise them to express their thanks, in 
this Eeport, to these able and experienced gentlemen for giving 
their valuable time so willingly to this arduous task. 

Publications. — The 38th volume of the 'Journal' was pub- 
lished on the 3rd of May, and is now in course of distribution 
to Fellows, on their applying for their copies at the offices of 
the Society. The 12th volume of the ' Proceedings ' has also 
been completed since the last Report, and two parts of Volume 
13 published and sent out. 

Library. — 1216 volumes of books and scientific pamphlets 
have been added to the library during the year, 148 of which 
were by purchase, and the remainder by donation or ex- 
change. 

Among the more important works are — Prevost's ' Histoire 
des Voyages,' Ferguson's ' Serpent Worship ' (presented by 
A. Davis, Esq., f.e.g.s.), A. Murray's ' Geographical Distribution 
of the Mammalia,' Marcoy's ' Voyage a travers l'Amerique du 
Sud,' and most of the recent books of travel. 

The Library Committee have held numerous meetings during 
the year, and superintended the Librarian in the execution of 
his duties. A grant of 200/. having been voted by the Council 
for the purchase of geographical works, the Committee have 
been engaged in selecting such as were most required, but a 
portion only of the grant, namely 75/. 16s. 5d., has yet been 
expended. 50/. have been spent in binding the books, chiefly 
the extensive series of Transactions of Societies, &c, which the 
Society now possesses. The Librarian is still engaged on the 
Classified Catalogue of the Library mentioned in last year's 
Eeport. 

Map- Collection. — The accessions to the Map Department 
during the past year consisted of 3061 sheets of Maps and 
Charts, 12 Atlases, 9 Diagrams, and 33 Views. All have been 
mounted, catalogued, and incorporated into the classified col- 
lection. 

The following are the most important : — 

2596 Sheets of the Ordnance Survey of Great Britain and Ire- 
land. Presented by the Topographical Office, through 
Sir Henry James, Director. 
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66 Sheets of Admiralty Charts. Presented by the Admiralty, 

through Capt. G-. H. Richards, B.N., Hydrographer. 
70 French Charts. Presented by the Depot de la Marine. 

4 Sheets of the Geological Map of Sweden. Presented by 

• the Geological Society of Sweden. 
40 MS. Charts of South America. Purchased; from the 

library of the late Admiral Fitzroy. 
50 Maps and Views. Presented by Consul T. J. Hutchinson. 
12 Photographs of Scenery in Abyssinia. Presented by the 

Topographical Office. 

2 Views of the Storming of Magdala. Presented by the 

War Office. 
95 Sheets of the Land Revenue Survey of India. Presented 
by the India Office, through C. E. Markham, Esq., 
Secretary. 

Pilot Chart of the Atlantic Ocean (5 sheets). Presented by 
the Hydrographic Office. 

Atlases of Brazil, viz., one of the Empire of Brazil, one of 
Biver San Francisco, and one of Biver Velhas. Pre- 
sented by the Brazilian Embassy. 

Photograph of a Model of Victoria. Presented by C. D. 
Liger, Esq., Surveyor-General of Victoria. 

Turkistan, on 4 sheets. By Col. J. T. Walker, Superin- 
tendent of the Topographical Survey of India. Pre- 
sented by the India Office. 

9 Photographs of Sinai. Presented by Bev. F. W. Holland. 

5 Sheets of Abyssinia, showing the March of the British 

Army from Annesley Bay to Magdala. Presented by 
the Topographical Office. 

3 Atlases and 25 Maps. Presented by Sir B. I. Murchison, 

President. 
Atlas of Peru, by M. T. Paz-Soldan. Presented by the 

Author. 
A Bust of B. Lander, Esq., Gold Medalist, has been placed 

in the Map-Boom. Presented by Mrs. Elsom. 

Grants to Travellers. — In the estimate for the year there 
appeared under this head two awards, one of 1001. to Mr. E. D. 
Young, and another of 50?. to Mr. Beid, of the Livingstone 
Search Expedition, given in consideration of the ability and 
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success with which they carried out their mission. Besides 
these sums, 300/., and 14/. 8s. 6d. for instruments, ' have been 
granted to Mr. G. S. W. Hayward in aid of his journey to 
Eastern Turkistan, and 50/. towards the Ordnance Survey of 
portions of the Sinai Peninsula, which was undertaken during 
the last winter by Captains "Wilson and Palmer, under the 
direction of Sir Henry James. The difference between the total 
of these sums and 558/. 16s. 6d., the expenditure for expeditions, 
is 44/. 8s., the balance of Mr. Eeid's salary, which was refunded 
by the Admiralty, as shown on the Debit side of the Balance- 
sheet. 
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